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help your community, the Federal Govern-
ment will match your $500 and help that stu-
dent go on to college. That would cost us,
by the way, about $10 million if every high
school in the country did it. It would be the
best $10 million we ever spent. We would
get hundreds of millions of dollars of im-
proved quality of life and service to people
as a result of it.

This fall, I’ll announce the winners of a
nationwide competition to identify schools
that have done the best job in encouraging
this kind of service. Students at those schools
will become national service scholars. A year
from now I want it to be even bigger. I want
every principal in America to be able to stand
up before a graduating class and announce
the name of a national service scholar. We
should make service to the community a part
of every high school in America and a part
of the life of every dedicated citizen in the
United States.
So, my fellow Americans, in spite of all we
have to do to create more opportunity, we
also must find a way to urge, cajole, plead,
generate, demand more responsibility for
ourselves, our families, our communities, and
our country.

This summer in Atlanta we will celebrate
the centennial of the modern Olympics. It’s
a great honor to host those Olympics in the
United States. But I ask you to think when
you see these young people come out about
more than medals and who will win and lose.
The real meaning of the Olympics is what
miracles happen to people when they make
a deep and profound commitment to take
personal responsibility for just becoming the
best that they can be and when they’re will-
ing to work with teammates to make their
common endeavors even greater. That is the
great strength of America.

You know, the president mentioned earlier
that—or maybe it was the chairman of your
board—about Pennsylvania’s role in starting
this country. And I want you to think about
this as I close. Our Founding Fathers, who
did so much of their work right here in Penn-
sylvania, would not be surprised that in this
new era, with all of its possibilities, there are
still a lot of tough problems. They were very
smart. They knew there would never be a
perfect, problem-free time. They wouldn’t be

surprised at all. But they would be very sur-
prised and bitterly disappointed if we were
to give into pessimism about these problems,
deny their existence, and walk away from
them. They knew—you can read it in ‘‘The
Federalists Papers,’’ you can read it in the
founding documents—they knew that free-
dom requires responsibility and service for
personal prosperity and for the common
good.

You graduates have been blessed with the
richest educational experience the world can
offer. As Americans, you’ve been blessed to
inherit the greatest country on Earth. Now
you have to honor that debt by asking your-
selves, what do I want my country to be like
in the 21st century, and what am I prepared
to do to make it a reality?

I will do all I can to give you the opportuni-
ties to make the most of your lives, but you
must do all you can to assume responsibility
for yourselves, your families, and your com-
munities. If you do that, I believe your life
will be a lot happier and richer and you will
surely make the 21st century America’s
greatest days.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. at the
Bryce Jordon Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Graham Spanier, president; Leslie Arnelle,
chairman, Board of Trustees; John A. Brighton,
executive vice president and provost; Rodney
Erickson, professor, Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity; and Thomas Hollander, president, Pennsylva-
nia State University Alumni Association. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Memorandum on the Welfare
Initiative for Teen Parents
May 10, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services
Subject: Welfare Initiative Regarding Teen
Parents

This memorandum will confirm my direc-
tive to you to implement the plan I an-
nounced on Saturday, May 4, 1996, to help
teen parents break free of the cycle of wel-
fare dependency by living at home, staying
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in school, and getting the education they
need to get good jobs.

I direct you to exercise your legal authority
to take the following steps to implement that
plan:

(1) require States to submit plans de-
scribing how they will ensure that
teen parents stay in school and pre-
pare for employment;

(2) require teen parents who have
dropped out of school to sign personal
responsibility plans that spell out how
such teens are going to move towards
supporting and caring for themselves
and their children, including attend-
ance at school;

(3) allow States to reward with cash al-
lowances teen parents who stay in
school and graduate, as well as re-
quire States to sanction teens who do
not;

(4) challenge States to use the authority
they have to require minor mothers
to live at home; and

(5) monitor State performance in the
foregoing areas.

You have advised me that you have legal
authority to take these actions under titles
IV–A and IV–F of the Social Security Act.

The plan I have outlined will help assure
that the welfare system requires teen parents
to follow responsible paths to independence.
Its swift implementation is vital to achieving
our goal of further instilling the American
values of work, family, and personal respon-
sibility into our welfare system.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 11, 1996

Good morning. Tomorrow millions of
Americans will honor our mothers with hugs
and bouquets and visits for dinner. Others
of us will simply offer up a silent prayer for
the mother who still lives in our heart but
who has left this Earth. I miss my own moth-
er very much, especially on Mother’s Day.
I can’t give her roses tomorrow, but with your

help we can honor all mothers by giving
mothers-to-be something far more impor-
tant, the assurance that when they bring a
baby into this world, they will not be rushed
out of the hospital until they and their health
care provider decide it is medically safe for
both mother and child.

Today I want to discuss legislation that will
guarantee mothers the quality care they need
when they’ve had a baby.

In 1970, the average length of stay for an
uncomplicated hospital delivery was 4 days.
By 1992, the average had declined to 2 days.
Now a large and growing number of insur-
ance companies are refusing to pay for any-
thing more than a 24-hour stay, except in the
most extreme circumstances, and some have
recommended releasing women as early as
8 hours after delivery.

This has gone from being an economical
trend to a dangerous one, one that carries
with it the potential for serious health con-
sequences. Early release of infants can result
in numerous problems, including feeding
problems, severe dehydration, brain damage,
and stroke. In addition, many mothers are
not physically capable of providing for a
newborn’s needs 24 hours after giving birth.
Often they’re exhausted, in pain, and faced
with an overwhelming set of new responsibil-
ities. Many first-time mothers also need more
than 24 hours in the hospital to receive in-
struction in basic infant care and breast feed-
ing. And sometimes an early discharge can
be fatal.

Michelle Bauman testified before a Senate
committee that she was told to go home 28
hours after her daughter was born. Her baby
died within one day of going home. If she
had been allowed a 48-hour stay, she would
have been in the hospital when her daugh-
ter’s symptoms appeared. As she so tragically
put it, another 24 hours, and her baby’s
symptoms would have surfaced ‘‘so that we
could have planned a christening, not a fu-
neral.’’

Susan Jones and her baby son were dis-
charged after about 24 hours. It turns out
he had a heart defect which was not noticed
by the hospital or the home health nurse who
came to visit on the third day. The baby died.
Susan and an independent group of pediatric
cardiologists believe the problem would have
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